A goal for Letters and short papers is to efficiently and concisely communicate key results and findings. Authors work hard in many cases to maximize the material presented within the constraints of the printed page. Since page formatting occurs after scientific review, and despite conscientious attempts by many authors to adhere to APS style when submitting their work, formatting changes are often required; our current scheme to estimate length, in spite of our best efforts, is fairly inaccurate. This naturally leads to frustration, especially when authors are faced with the arduous task of further editing and revising their work during the proof stage, which sometimes leads to concessions in the clarity of the text and the quality and quantity of referencing. The tension between clearly communicating the primary research results of an investigation and giving proper attribution to prior literature frequently leads to compromises that can be detrimental to physics research.
